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Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

• Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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1)S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 11 December 2003 . 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) K Claim(s) 1-32 is/are rejected. 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 



The following claims have been rejected in light of the specification, but rendered the 
broadest interpretation as construed by the examiner [MPEP 2111]. 



Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 1 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: Claim dependency 
is incorrect and should be depended upon Claim 10. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this, section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1 -5 and 8-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated by 
Ruskouski (U.S. Patent 5410453). 

3. With regards to Claim 1 , Ruskouski discloses a lighting apparatus including: 

- A ballast cover [Figure 10: (38A)]; 

- A plurality of ballast cover holes [Figure 10: (40A)] in the ballast cover; 

- A circuit board [Figure 1 0: (42A)] having a plurality of light emitting diodes 
[Figure 10: (44A)], wherein the circuit board is positioned adjacent the ballast 
cover so that the plurality of light emitting diodes protrude through the plurality 
of ballast cover holes in the ballast cover [Figure 10]. 
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4. With regards to Claim 2, Ruskouski discloses a battery [Figure 1 0: (62A)] for 
supplying power to the plurality of light emitting diodes. 

5. With regards to Claim 3, Ruskouski discloses a switching circuit [Figure 10: 
(60A); Column 4, Lines 53-59] for controlling illumination of the plurality of light emitting 
diodes. 

6. With regards to Claim 4, Ruskouski discloses the switching circuit including: 

- A first portion for placing the switching circuit in communication with a wall 
switch/electrical junction box [Column 4, Lines 42-47]; 

- A second portion for coupling the switching portion to the battery [Column 4, 
Lines 48-50]; and 

- A third portion for coupling the switching circuit to the plurality of light emitting 
diodes [Column 4, Lines 42-47]. 

7. With regards to Claim 5, Ruskouski discloses the switching circuit coupling the 
battery to the plurality of light emitting diodes if the switching circuit is not receiving AC 
voltage from an AC voltage source that is coupled to the wall switch, and wherein the 
switching circuit does not couple the battery to the plurality of light emitting diodes if the 
switching circuit is receiving the AC voltage from the AC voltage source [Column 4, 
Lines 60-65]. 

8. With regards to Claim 8, Ruskouski discloses a battery charging circuit for 
charging the battery [Column 4, Lines 48-50]. 

9. Wth regards to Claim 9, Ruskouski discloses the battery charging circuit 
including a first portion for coupling the battery charging circuit to an AC voltage source, 
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and a second portion for coupling the battery charging circuit to the battery [Column 4, 
Lines 48-53]. 

10. Claims 12-16 and 19-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Ruskouski (U.S. Patent 5410453). 

1 1 . With regards to Claim 12, Ruskouski discloses a lighting apparatus with a ballast 
cover including: 

- A housing having an attachment surface [Figure 10: (72)] and an illumination 
surface [Figure 10: (66)]; 

- A plurality of illumination surface holes [Figure 10: (40A)] in the illumination 
surface; 

- A circuit board [Figure 10: (42A)] having a plurality of light emitting diodes 
[Figure 10: (44A)], wherein the circuit board is positioned adjacent the 
housing so that the plurality of light emitting diodes protrude through the 
plurality of illumination surface holes in the illumination surface [Figure 10]; 
and 

- A fastening mechanism [Figure 10: (70, 72)] for securing the attachment 
surface of the lighting apparatus to the ballast cover [Figure 10: (66, 68)]. 

12. With regards to Claim 13, Ruskouski discloses a battery [Figure 10: (62A)] for 
supplying power to the plurality of light emitting diodes. 

13. With regards to Claim 14, Ruskouski discloses a switching circuit [Figure 10: 
(60A); Column 4, Lines 53-59] for controlling illumination of the plurality of light emitting 
diodes. 
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14. With regards to Claim 1 5, Ruskouski discloses the switching circuit including: 

- A first portion for placing the switching circuit in communication with a wall 
switch/electrical junction box [Column 4, Lines 42-47]; 

- A second portion for coupling the switching portion to the battery [Column 4, 
Lines 48-50]; and 

- A third portion for coupling the switching circuit to the plurality of light emitting 
diodes [Column 4, Lines 42-47]. 

1 5. With regards to Claim 1 6, Ruskouski discloses the switching circuit coupling the 
battery to the plurality of light emitting diodes if the switching circuit is not receiving AC 
voltage from an AC voltage source that is coupled to the wall switch, and wherein the 
switching circuit does not couple the battery to the plurality of light emitting diodes if the 
switching circuit is receiving the AC voltage from the AC voltage source [Column 4, 
Lines 60-65]. 

16. With regards to Claim 1 9, Ruskouski discloses a battery charging circuit for 
charging the battery [Column 4, Lines 48-50]. 

17. With regards to Claim 20, Ruskouski discloses the battery charging circuit 
including a first portion for coupling the battery charging circuit to an AC voltage source, 
and a second portion for coupling the battery charging circuit to the battery [Column 4, 
Lines 48-53]. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

18. Claims 6-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ruskouski (U.S. Patent 5410453) as applied to Claim 4 above, and further in view of 
Johnson et al. (U.S. Patent 4255746). 

Ruskouski discloses the claimed invention as cited above, but does not 
specifically teach the switching circuit including a fourth portion for receiving an alarm 
signal from an alarm device (re: Claim 6), nor teaches the switching circuit coupling the 
battery to the plurality of light emitting diodes in response to receiving the alarm signal 
(re: Claim 7). 

Johnson teaches, "Fire detector system 47 is connected across the terminals of 
battery 46. Upon detection of a fire condition, it provides a signal to alarm switch 48 
which activates audible alarm 49. At the same time, a signal is provided to emergency 
light switch 45, causing auxiliary light 12 to be illuminated [Column 4, Lines 17-22]." 

It would have been obvious to one ordinarily skilled in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the lighting apparatus of Ruskouski to incorporate the 
alarm device of Johnson so as to ensure greater safety to a user during emergency 
situations [e.g., fire]. 

19. Claims 10-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ruskouski (U.S. Patent 5410453) as applied to Claim 2 above, and further in view of 
Blackman (U.S. Patent Re. 36696). 
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Ruskouski discloses the claimed invention as cited above, but does not 
specifically teach the circuit board including a battery test light coupled to the battery 
(re: Claim 10), nor teaches said battery test light protruding through one of the plurality 
of ballast cover holes (re: Claim 1 1 ). 

Blackman teaches a circuit board [Figures 11-12: (310)] including a battery test 
light [Figures 11-12: (320)] coupled to the battery, and that protrudes through a hole 
[Figures 11-12: (308a, 308b)] in a cover. 

It would have been obvious to one ordinarily skilled in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the lighting apparatus of Ruskouski to incorporate the 
battery test light of Blackman to help indicate to a user that the device is charging. 
Such indicator lights are commonly known in the art in warning a user of certain 
statuses of a device. 

20. Claims 17-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ruskouski (U.S. Patent 5410453) as applied to Claim 15 above, and further in view of 
Johnson et al. (U.S. Patent 4255746). 

Ruskouski discloses the claimed invention as cited above, but does not 
specifically teach the switching circuit including a fourth portion for receiving an alarm 
signal from an alarm device (re: Claim 1 7), nor teaches the switching circuit coupling the 
battery to the plurality of light emitting diodes in response to receiving the alarm signal 
(re: Claim 18). 

Johnson teaches, "Fire detector system 47 is connected across the terminals of 
battery 46. Upon detection of a fire condition, it provides a signal to alarm switch 48 
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which activates audible alarm 49. At the same time, a signal is provided to emergency 
light switch 45, causing auxiliary light 12 to be illuminated [Column 4, Lines 17-22]." 

It would have been obvious to one ordinarily skilled in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the lighting apparatus of Ruskouski to incorporate the 
alarm device of Johnson so as to ensure greater safety to a user during emergency 
situations [e.g., fire]. 

21. Claims 21-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ruskouski (U.S. Patent 5410453) as applied to Claim 13 above, and further in view of 
Blackman (U.S. Patent Re. 36696).' 

Ruskouski discloses the claimed invention as cited above, but does not 
specifically teach the circuit board including a battery test light coupled to the battery 
(re: Claim 10), nor teaches said battery test light protruding through one of the plurality 
of illumination surface holes (re: Claim 1 1 ). 

Blackman teaches a circuit board [Figures 11-12: (310)] including a battery test 
light [Figures 11-12: (320)] coupled to the battery, and that protrudes through a hole 
[Figures 11-12: (308a, 308b)] in a cover. 

It would have been obvious to one ordinarily skilled in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the lighting apparatus of Ruskouski to incorporate the 
battery test light of Blackman to help indicate to a user that the device is charging. 
Such indicator lights are commonly known in the art in warning a user of certain 
statuses of a device. 
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22. Claim 23 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ruskouski (U.S. Patent 5410453) as applied to Claim 12 above, and further in view of 
Leveraus (U.S. Patent 4216524). 

Ruskouski discloses the claimed invention as cited above, but does not 
specifically teach a connector in the attachment surface of the housing that snaps into a 
ballast cover hole in the ballast cover, wherein wires connect the circuit board to the 
battery through the connector. The examiner makes note that Ruskouski teaches both 
the circuit board and battery within the ballast cover, and that it would have been 
obvious to one ordinarily skilled in the art to separate the two components. 

Leveraus teaches, "System battery 9 is connected to circuit board through 
external wire to terminal pin 20 of integral connector 110 [Column 5, Lines 27-29]." 

It would have been obvious to one ordinarily skilled in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the lighting apparatus of Ruskouski to incorporate the 
remote connection of the battery and circuit board, as taught by Leveraus, in order to 
facilitate easier replacement/services to the separated components. 

23. Claim 24 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ruskouski (U.S. Patent 5410453) as applied to Claim 12 above, and further in view of 
Kim (U.S. Patent 4204272). 

Ruskouski discloses the claimed invention as cited above, but does not 
specifically teach the fastening mechanism being an adhesive strip with a protective 
cover. 
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Kim teaches a fastening mechanism [Figure 2: (66)] being an adhesive strip with 
a protective cover [Figure 2: (68)]. 

It would have been obvious to one ordinarily skilled in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the lighting apparatus of Ruskouski to incorporate the 
adhesive strip with protective cover of Kim in order to provide strong, inexpensive 
attachment means between the attachment surface and the ballast cover. 

24. Claims 25-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ruskouski (U.S. Patent 5410453). 

25. With regards to Claim 25, Ruskouski discloses an illuminating apparatus 
providing: 

- A ballast cover [Figure 10: (66, 68)], wherein the cover has a plurality of 
ballast cover holes [Figure 10: (40A)] and is attachable to a light fixture 
[Figure 10: (48A)]; and 

- A circuit board [Figure 1 0: (42A)] including a plurality of light emitting diodes 
[Figure 1 0: (44A)], whereby the circuit board is positioned adjacent the ballast 
cover so that the plurality of light emitting diodes protrude through the plurality 
of ballast cover holes in the ballast cover [Figure 10]. 

Though Ruskouski does not specifically teach the method for providing 
illumination, it has been held that a method claim would have been obvious to one 
ordinarily skilled in the art provided the prior art teaches all cited structural limitations. 
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26. With regards to Claim 26, Ruskouski discloses an apparatus illuminating a 
plurality of light emitting diodes when a light bulb within the light fixture is not illuminated 
[Column 1, Lines 17-43]. 

27. With regards to Claim 27, Ruskouski discloses an apparatus not illuminating a 
plurality of light emitting diodes when a light bulb within the light fixture is illuminated 
[Column 1, Lines 17-43]. 

28. Claim 28 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ruskouski (U.S. Patent 5410453) as applied to Claim 25 above, and further in view of 
Johnson et al. (U.S. Patent 4255746). 

Ruskouski discloses the claimed invention as cited above, but does not 
specifically teach providing reception of an alarm signal from an alarm device, and in 
response to receiving said signal, illuminating the plurality of light emitting diodes. 

Johnson teaches, "Fire detector system 47 is connected across the terminals of 
battery 46. Upon detection of a fire condition, it provides a signal to alarm switch 48 
which activates audible alarm 49. At the same time, a signal is provided to emergency 
light switch 45, causing auxiliary light 12 to be illuminated [Column 4, Lines 17-22]." 

It would have been obvious to one ordinarily skilled in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the lighting apparatus of Ruskouski to incorporate the 
alarm device of Johnson so as to ensure greater safety to a user during emergency 
situations [e.g., fire]. 

29. Claims 29-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ruskouski (U.S. Patent 5410453). 
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30. With regards to Claim 29, Ruskouski discloses an illuminating apparatus 
providing: 

- A ballast cover [Figure 10: (66, 68)]; 

- A housing having an attachment surface [Figure 10: (72)] and an illumination 
surface [Figure 10: (66)], wherein the illumination surface has a plurality of 
illumination surface holes [Figure 10: (40A)]; and 

- A circuit board [Figure 1 0: (42A)] including a plurality of light emitting diodes 
[Figure 10: (44A)], whereby the circuit board is positioned adjacent the 
housing so that the plurality of light emitting diodes protrude through the 
illumination surface holes in the illumination surface [Figure 10], and where 
the attachment surface of the housing is secured [Figure 10: (70, 72)] to the 
ballast cover. 

Though Ruskouski does not specifically teach the method for providing 
illumination, it has been held that a method claim would have been obvious to one 
ordinarily skilled in the art provided the prior art teaches all cited structural limitations. 

31 . With regards to Claim 30, Ruskouski discloses an apparatus illuminating a 
plurality of light emitting diodes when a light bulb within the light fixture is not illuminated 
[Column 1, Lines 17-43]. 

32. With regards to Claim 31 , Ruskouski discloses an apparatus not illuminating a 
plurality of light emitting diodes when a light bulb within the light fixture is illuminated 
[Column 1, Lines 17-43]. 
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33. Claim 32 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ruskouski (U.S. Patent 5410453) as applied to Claim 29 above, and further in view of 
Johnson et al. (U.S. Patent 4255746). 

Ruskouski discloses the claimed invention as cited above, but does not 
specifically teach providing reception of an alarm signal from an alarm device, and in 
response to receiving said signal, illuminating the plurality of light emitting diodes. 

Johnson teaches, "Fire detector system 47 is connected across the terminals of 
battery 46. Upon detection of a fire condition, it provides a signal to alarm switch 48 
which activates audible alarm 49. At the same time, a signal is provided to emergency 
light switch 45, causing auxiliary light 12 to be illuminated [Column 4, Lines 17-22]." 

It would have been obvious to one ordinarily skilled in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the lighting apparatus of Ruskouski to incorporate the 
alarm device of Johnson so as to ensure greater safety to a user during emergency 
situations [e.g., fire]. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

The following references are cited to further show the state of art pertinent to the 
current application, but are not considered exhaustive: 



US Patent 4206493 to Towne et al; 
US Patent 5574423 to Vosika et al; 
US Patent 6726348 to Gloisten; 



US Patent 5406724 to Lin; 

US Patent 5833350 to Moreland; 

US Publication 2004/0100787 to Harris; 
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US Publication 2004/0100787 to Harris; 



US Patent 6784357 to Wang. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason M. Han whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
2207. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sandra O'Shea can be reached on (571) 272-2378. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



JMH (4/18/2005) 




Primary Examiner 
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Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement filed March 25, 2004 fails to comply with 
the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97, 1.98 and MPEP § 609 because the Non Patent 
Literature was not in appropriate format (please note the highlighted area). It has been 
placed in the application file, but the information referred to therein has not been 
considered as to the merits. Applicant is advised that the date of any re-submission of 
any item of information contained in this information disclosure statement or the 
submission of any missing element(s) will be the date of submission for purposes of 
determining compliance with the requirements based on the time of filing the statement, 
including all certification requirements for statements under 37 CFR 1.97(e). See 
MPEP § 609 UC(1). 



